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SECRETROME 14120 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 BYDCM 
TAGS: PFOR NATO IT 

SUBJECT: NATO MINISTERIAL - CONVERSATION WITH POLITICAL DIRECTOR 

1. DURING THE COURSE OF A LENGTHY LUNCHEON CONVERSATION POL DIR 
DUCCI EXPRESSED HIS VIEWS ON BOTH THE NATO MINISTERIAL MEETING AND 
THE COPENHAGEN SUMMIT (SEPTEL). 

2. DUCCI CHARACTERIZED THE NATO MINISTERIAL AS HAVING GOTTEN OFF 
TO A BAD START BUT HAD IMPROVED TOWARDS THE END TO WHERE IT MIGHT 
BE CONSIDERED A "SUCCESS." DUCCI HOLDS TNK VIEW THAT THIS KIND OF 
SUCCESS IS NOT ADEQUATE FOR THE NEEDS OF THE ALLIANCE. IN HIS 
OPINION THE MEETING DID NOT DO MUCH TO SETTLE THE REALLY IMPORTANT 
ISSUES. 
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3. IN RESPONSE TO QUERY ABOUT HIS REACTION TO THE PROPOSAL OF 
USING THE NAC AS A FORUM FOR MEETINGS WITH THE POL DIRECTORS. 

DUCCI WRILY NOTED THAT THE SUGGESTION WAS EVEN ACCEPTABLE TO SOME 
OF THE PERMANENT REPS ON THE NAC. SPEAKING PERSONALLY DUCCI SUP- 
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PORTS THE IDEA PROVIDED IT IS USED SPARINGLY AND FOR MATTERS OF 
CONSIDERABLE SUBSTANCE. THINKING OUT LOUD HE SUGGESTED THAT PER- 
HAPS THE POL DIRECTORS MEETING IN THE NAC SHOULD USE THE OPPORTUN- 
ITY TO CONSIDER WORLD POLITICAL/MILITARY PROBLEMS, PARTLY AS AN 
EDUCATIONAL EFFORT AND PARTLY TO OBTAIN UNDERSTANDING AND AGREE- 
MENT ON US POLICIES OUTSIDE THE NATO AREA. HE NOTED THAT OBVIOUSLY 
THE MIDEAST HAS GREAT STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE TO THE US AND OVER- 
WHELMING ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE TO THE EUROPEANS. DUCCI DID HOWEVER 
GO BEYOND THIS AND SUGGESTED THAT THE ALLIANCE COULD EXPLORE THE 
POLITIC AT ./MILITARY IMPLICATIONS OF (FOR EXAMPLE) THE ESTABLISH 
MENT OF A SOVIET-INDICAN OCEAN PRESENCE BASED ON INDIA'S PORTS. 

THIS WOULD BE AN IMPORTANT SUBJECT AFFECTING THE OVERALL STRATEGIC 
BALANCE. HE BELIEVES THE POLITICAL DIRECTORS ARE A BETTER GROUP TO 
DEAL WITH THESE KINDS OF PROBLEMS SINCE THEY MORE TRULY REFLECT 
GOVT ATTITUDES (THAN PERMREPS) AND ARE IN A BETTER POSITION TO 
INFLUENCE GOVT POLICIES. 

4. NOTING THAT THE ITALIANS WANT A BETTER AND MORE COOPERATIVE 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE US AND THE EUROPEAN ALLIES, IT WAS 
POINTED OUT TO DUCCI THAT THE SECRETARY'S ENERGY ACTION GROUP 
PROPOSAL OFFERED AN EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY TO DO SOMETHING TO- 
GETHER THAT IS OF CRITICAL IMPORTANCE. BECAUSE OF THE MEETINGS IN 
COPENHAGEN AND BRUSSELS THE ITALIANS HAVE NOT HAD TIME TO PREPARE 
A RESPONSE TO OUR MESSAGE OF DEC 14 BUT WE HAVE THE IMPRESSION 
THAT THEIR REACTION IS BASICALLY POSITIVE. DUCCI REMARKED THAT THE 
ITALIAN RESPONSE WOULD BE CONDITIONED BY THE ATTITUDE OF THE EC 
NINE. WE POINTED OUT THAT THE NITPICKING REACTION OF THE EUROPEAN 
PRESS ON THIS OFFER BY THE SECRETARY SEEMED TO INDICATE A LACK OF 
DESIRE TO MOVE AHEAD TOGETHER WHICH SEEMED TO REFLECT OFFICIAL 
ATTITUDES. 

5. DUCCI ADMITTED IT IS DIFFICULT FOR EUROPE TO ACT. (COMMENT: 

DUCCI WAS OBVIOUSLY TIRED AND. AS NOTED IN REPORTING FROM OTHER 
POSTS. HAS BEEN CONSTANTLY ON THE MOVE SINCE AUGUST. WE SENSE 
THAT A COMBINATION OF FATIGUE AND DESPONDENCY OVER THE OIL CRISIS 
HAS GREATLY DIMINISHED THE DRIVE OF SENIOR ITALIAN DIPLOMATS.) 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 ROME 14120 191731Z 

6. ON THE SUBJECT OF A NEW EC/US DECLARATION DUCCI SEES MERIT IN 

A NEW FORMULATION IF ALL THE OTHERS WOULD ACCEPT IT. HE BELIEVES, 
HOWEVER, THAT IF WE HAVE ANY INFORMAL IDEAS ON THE SPECIFICS WE 
SHOULD LET THEM BE KNOWN AS SOON AS PRACTICABLE. VOLPE 

SECRET 
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